State of Vermont

GRANT OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT

KNOW ALL PEOPLE BY THESE PRESENTS that

(the "Grantors"), do hereby grant, with quitclaim covenants, in
perpetuity and exclusively for conservation purposes, to NEW ENGLAND FORESTRY
FOUNDATION, INC., a Massachusetts nonprofit corporation with its principal office at 32
Foster Street, Littleton, Massachusetts 01460 (the "Grantee"), a Conservation Easement, (the
“Easement”) with respect to six (6) certain parcels of forest and agricultural land located in the
Towns of Chelsea and Vershire, Orange County, State of Vermont, consisting of a total of
approximately 495.8 acres, less two areas totaling approximately nine and two-tenths (9.2)
acres which are excluded from this Easement, all of which is described in Exhibit A and also is
shown on a Conservation Map as Exhibit B (the “Property”). For Grantors’ title, see deed
recorded in Book [}, Page ] in the Chelsea Land Records and in Book B rage [l in the
Vershire Land Records and also a deed recorded in Book [, Page [l of the Chelsea Land
Records.

RECITALS

WHEREAS, the Property is predominately forest land of meaningful size and diversity,
with important natural resources, including productive soils, diverse wildlife and plant habitat,
wetlands, streams and a pond, agricultural land currently used for pasture and hay production,
and scenic and open space values (collectively, and hereinafter, the “Conservation Values™); and

WHEREAS, this Conservation Easement will limit uses and activities associated with
residential, commercial, or industrial development of the Property and related adverse effects on
the Conservation Values of the Property; and

WHEREAS, preservation of the Property will provide protection for important scenic
values for the public using Burger Road, Mclver Road, and Vermont Route 113; and

WHEREAS, preservation of the Property will help to protect Jail Brook, Beaver
Meadow Brook, and tributaries, significantly adds to previously protected lands in Chelsea and
in Vershire, including lands protected by conservation easements held by the Grantee, and
enhances the magnitude and effect of Chelsea’s and Vershire’s conservation and protected open
space properties, and is consistent with and in furtherance of Chelsea’s and Vershire’s town
plans and the Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Planning Commission’s regional plan, and the
purposes set forth in Title 10, Vermont Statutes Annotated, Section 6301; and

WHEREAS, the Grantors wish to continue managing the Property and the forest and
agricultural resources thereon for long-term economic and public benefits, including, without
limitation, by ensuring that the Property is managed for sustainable production of agricultural



peoducts, tmsher, sod wood products, bt in scoordance with the Guidaines (as bereinafier
thelined) that seek t coiwerve the Conservation Values of (he Property; and

WHEREAS, the Gramors amid CGraniee wiih (o ensure the Peopemy can b ssad for
scigmtific and edusational parpases aimed af increasing the public™s understnnding of agricufture
anud sustnimphle forest management and increasing the public's understanding and apprecinfion of
the nstunal workd; and

WHEREAS, Vermont's economy is linked eloscly 1o its agneulnamd ansd fones Land
eSO, Iis pasticuler, fores! pesmunces produce fued, bmber, maple sapar, mnd other forest
progheces, andl peovide much of Yermont's scemac beauty upon which Vermom s Wans, recrestion,
and other industries depeml. Accordingly, the Stute of Vermonl bas repeatadly sought o foster the
conservation of the State’s agricultural; forest, and other natiaral resouroes through plasnin,
repubatson, lomd soquasation, and s incentive progsins. teclsding bul sot lrmded to; Titde 10
V.SA, Chapter 151 (Act 2505, Tithe 24 V.5.A. Chupter 158 {Acquisition of Rights and Interests n
Land); Tide 32 V.5 A Chapter 124 (Currers U'se Tanation): Title 312 V.S AL Chagper 231 (Mroperty
Trunsler Tax Act); Title 12 VA, Chapler 235 { Lad Goins Tux )y Joinl Resolutson S48 adojpied by
i Vernsond House and Senate in February 1982 endorsing the voluntary trunafer of ilenest in
agricultural lanid tuvagh sprecmient between familand owners and parlvate lomd trusts; asd Tale 10
WAA Chapter 15 {Housing ansd Commervation Trust Fund i anid

WHEREAS, the Granted is un orinizaton deseribed in Section 501 (el 2 ) and Section
SO0 1) of the limemal Revonue Code of 1986, & minendad (the “Code™), amil mosts the
regjuinemnients of Section S0 el 1) of the Code, Geumtee is 2 "qualdified organigntion,” s such term
is defined in Sevtion | TOMhK 3 ) of the Code, amd is qualified fo hold conssrvation esseminits
pusrsauind o Take 10 V.S A. Cliopter | 55, Secthon 6303, & amendiad; and

WHEREAS, Grantom and Grontee nocognone the Conservation Y nlues of the Propeny
anif share the goal of permanemly conserving the Property’s Conservation Vadues throagh this
Conservation Esmement on, over, and acioss the Property that shall prevent any use of the
Property that will sigmiBcuntly impair or interfere with the Properny™s Conservation Values.

NOW, THEREFOCRE, Grantors berehy grant o Grantes tas perpotudl Conservation
Easernent, an interest in real propenty defined by Titke 10 V. 5.A, Chapter | 53, Section 623, os
armiendad, of the nature ond diarncter described erétn, winch shall be construed in accondance
with the Lews of the Stale of Vemond, Grantors ated Grinsoes' helrs, siicoessors and aasd g shall
neither perfirm, noe knowingly allow others 1o perfonm, any aet dn or affecting te Property that is
inconsistenl with the covenonts contaned herein. Grantors nuthoese Grondoe fo enforce these
covensanis in the manner describsed bolow,

| Pusposes

Thee triteni gnd purposes of thas Comervation Easement are: (1) o protoct the Property amd
s Conservation Values i porpetuity, in & natural, forested, open, and sndeveloped condition;
i) b promiote e consgrvation of agriculiural land, forests, wellads, il walesooungs, and
wildlife thereon, (i) b protect and onhaned the vithue of abuttmg and nei ghbaring natural
resourdes, open spaces, and conservation areas; (iv) o permil slvicultural management pctivifies

e



on the Property subject to a Forest Management Plan (as defined in Section 3(c) hereof), and (v)
to permit scientific and educational activities on the Property consistent with the terms and
conditions herein.

2. Binding Effect and Prohibited Activities

The Grantors covenant for themselves and their legal representatives, successors and
assigns that the Property will at all times be held, used, and conveyed subject to, and not used in
violation of, the following covenants that shall run with the Property in perpetuity:

(a) The Property, including without limitation any body of water thereon, shall continue
to be used predominantly in an undeveloped and natural condition, and shall not be used for
residential, industrial or commercial uses, except as expressly set forth in Section 3 hereof;

(b) No residential dwelling, building, office, tennis court, artificial swimming pool,
driveway made of asphalt or other impermeable materials, improved road associated with
development, aircraft landing strip, sign, billboard or other advertising display, mobile home,
utility pole, tower, conduit or line, equipment, fixture, trailer, antenna or other temporary or
permanent structure or improvement shall be constructed, placed or permitted to remain on the
Property, except for structures and utilities associated therewith as are expressly permitted
pursuant to Section 3 hereof;

(¢) No loam, peat, gravel, stone walls, soil, sand, rock or other mineral resource, or
natural deposit shall be excavated, dredged, mined, extracted or removed from the Property,
except for any such activities that are related to and used for the uses, activities and purposes
expressly permitted pursuant to Section 3 hereof;

(d) No trees, shrubs or other vegetation on the Property shall be cut, removed or
destroyed, except for sound agricultural, horticultural, silvicultural, recreational, wildlife or
invasive species management, disease outbreak, public health and safety, or fire control practices
or as expressly permitted pursuant to Section 3 hereof;

(e) No soil, fill, refuse, trash, vehicle bodies or parts, rubbish, debris, junk, waste,
radioactive or hazardous waste, construction debris, human waste or sludge, or other similar
substance or material whatsoever shall be placed, stored, dumped or permitted to remain on the
Property; provided, however, the storage and spreading of compost, manure, or other fertilizer
under sound agricultural practices, the storage of feed, or the leaving of slash after harvesting
timber, may be permitted pursuant to the Management Plan provided for in Section 3(c);

(f) The Property is currently comprised of six (6) parcels, all owned by Grantors. Grantors
shall maintain the parcels comprising the Property and all interests therein under common
ownership, as though a single legal parcel, except for the allowance of one division that, if
exercised, must include the northern Exclusion Area (as defined in Exhibit A) plus an adjoining
area of land comprising no less than five (5.0) acres and no more than twenty (20.0) acres. No
further subdivision of said parcels, recording of a subdivision plan, partition of any of said parcels,
or any other attempt to divide any of said parcels shall be permitted. The allowed division requires



the pric writien approvil of Geontee dnd shall pol peroiit use of the Propefly, Or any pomion of
the Progerty, in a manner contrury bo the provistons of this Edsement. This Section 2(1) should
ot b copstrugd o prohibit dgreements e resolve bona Rde boundary dispates or ambiguition,
wilh s prioe wiitten consent of the Grankee, which conseit shall not be sarcasenably witlibeld;

3. Beseryed Rights

The Grantors hereby reserve b and for Grantons and their begal reprisentatives,
suceessors andd assigns: (1) all customary nghts and privileges of property ownership associated
with the Property that are not specifically restricted By the torms. of Section 2 of this Exsement or
thit do et materially imparr significant Conservalion Valoes protected by this Easement, and (1)
natwithstanding the terms of Section 2 hereof. the folkowing nights and privileges seg forth under
the subparagraphs of this Section 1 shall be specilically permitted on the Property os nghts and
privileges that are not inconsistent with the conservation purposes of this Easement. Nothing in
this Easernent shall require Grantors to take any action &0 restore the condation of the Property alter
any st of God o other event over which Cransors had no control

(a) The comtruction, felocatson, maintenance, o use of trails, fences, bridges, gates,
st walls, wisads roads, structures {includisg, withou himidahon, e, dhedd, preenhiouses,
and Hvestock shelters) associnted exclisively with agriculiural and forestry uses, and nights-of-
waw o the Propey, as feasonably novessary (of the exiriss of Grantom” mghis asd privileges
on the Property (ineluding bul not liovited o dghls sssocisted with sivicultursl and passive
recrestional sctivitiesd, of nodessary and desirahle in controlling wnputhorised e oF failiubing
anillworiead use of the Property,

ik} The conmraction, relocabion. arection; and maintenande of signs sottiing fonh ad
ilescribeng permithed wies of ihe Froperty, identifving trails, keations, property boundarieos,
naturnl features, of sumilar Semy, or idemilying the owrer of the Property and b bolder of this
Easenvent;

1<) The nght to condiel, of permat athers o sonduct, sousd silvicultunl uses of the
Proporty, mcluding the right fo commgreinlly harves! forest products, conduct maple suganng
operations, and conduct related or similar forest proglect operations in accordance with p Forest
Managenent Plan (hereinnfier the "Mannpoment Plan™), The Gundelines and Plan Elements for
the Management Plan ane artached hereso as Exhibit C. The Management Plan for the Property
ahuall b propaded by o professmonal fongser or, wath wniten apiproval of Crranton, by anoiber
individual. The preparer of the Management Plan shall centify in writing that the plun snd all
smersiments and updades comply with the tems of this Eusement, The Management Plan shall
provide lor management of the Property i 3 manmer conmsstent with peverally scoeptid “Het
Slanagement Practices.” &5 thase practices may be identified, hased on recognized scientific
evidarios, from trme Lo Hitve by appropiste governimentsl o adisibions] maitulsons, and in a
manner not wastefisl of sosl resounces or detrimental 1o water quality or conservalion. This plan
shull be updated pericdically, parcularly if new tnformation of sew Kiowledpe s objoned that
procaotes o ciihanoes tie Coaservalzon Valiees anil sound salvicultural monspeimenst of Uwe
Property, The Management Plan, and subsequent upsdates or amendments, sholl be submiited to
Cranber. A Muomagoment Man for the Propenty shall be comphetad sithun twio (2§ yeirs o il
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date this Easement is recorded at the Chelsea and Vershire Land Records, or before any commercial
harvest of forest products occurs on the Property. All forest product harvesting operations shall be
conducted in accordance with applicable law.

(d) With the prior written approval of the Grantee, and subject to obtaining any permits or
other approvals required by regulatory authorities, the right to install, construct, maintain, repair,
and replace a wind turbine, solar power array, and hydroelectric generators (collectively
“installations”) and any wires, lines, pipes, cables or other facilities providing electrical,
communications, or other utility services associated with said installations, provided that
electrical energy generated by said installations is principally for use in structures and other
improvements located on the Property and/or within the Excluded Areas;

(e) With the prior written approval of the Grantee, and subject to obtaining any permits or
other approvals required by regulatory authorities, the right to install, construct, maintain, repair,
and replace any or all components of a subsurface sewage disposal system solely for the purpose
of servicing the improvements permitted in the Excluded Areas. The right described in this
section 3(e) may be exercised only if no area suitable for such use at a reasonable cost and
satisfying all governmental requirements is located within said Excluded Areas .

(f) The right to control public access on the Property;

(g) The right to conduct, or allow to be conducted, "passive outdoor non-commercial
recreational activities" on the Property. Passive outdoor recreational activities shall include but
not be limited to hiking, running, snowshoeing, hunting, target shooting, fishing, trapping,
bicycling, skiing, nature studies, horseback-riding, and other similar forms of recreation and
activities that expand human knowledge and appreciation of wildlife, forest management, and the
natural world.

4. Prior Notice to the Grantee

The Grantors, on behalf of their representatives, successors or assigns, agrees to notify
the Grantee in writing thirty (30) days in advance of his exercise of any substantial activities
carried out pursuant to Sections 3(d) and 3(e) hereof. For purposes of this Section 4, "substantial
activities" shall be activities that involve construction work or other activities identified herein
requiring specific approval of Grantee. The notice shall describe the nature, scope, design,
location, timetable and any other material aspect of the proposed activity in sufficient detail to
permit Grantee to make an informed judgment as to the consistency of such activities with the
purposes of this Easement. Approval shall not be unreasonably withheld and shall be made
within thirty (30) days of Grantee’s receipt of the notice, but shall be granted only upon a
showing that the proposed construction work or other activities shall not have a deleterious
impact on the Conservation Values of the Property as defined in this Easement. If no response to
such notice is received by Grantor within 45 days of sending such notice to Grantee, the approval
shall be deemed granted.

5. Resolution of Disputes

(a) The Grantors and Grantee (the “parties”) desire and agree that disputes arising from
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lhme b burse concerniig he provisions of (ks Essvmend usially will be silddressed (1t
through consdid and open communication between the partics rather than unnecessanly
fasmal of mlvenaral sdion, Thereloie, fle Grantoms and Granbee agres that if any such
eirties Begome concerned whether any g, sation, or inpction complies with the proviskins
of this Easemnent, the conoernnd pany shall notify (he oiber pasty of parties of the problem,
and the parties shall atternpt 1o reuch an agresshle resolution by informal dialogue,

() IFinformal dialogie does net resolve the dispute, either of the parties thay refer the
drspute 1w mediation by wntten notige 1o the other. Within ten (100 Bays of the delivery of
wich & notice, the parties shall ngree on a single impartial medistor. Medunon shall be
conducted in White River Junction, Vermont, or at such ofher locatipn as the parties shall
agree. Each party shall pay ita own legal fees and other coms, amd the cosis of medionion shall
be split equally between the partics,

(€1 If the parties agree to bypass mediation, or if they sabsequently agree that medubon
will Bl successfully resolve the duspuite, the partics may ajres 1o submit the dispuie
handinj arbitration i sccondance with Vermont baw. Within twenty (20) days of the
ngreernent fo arbyirate, the partics shall agree o one single arbltmtor. 1§ unable fo agree on
oeve single arbiirator, each party shall choose one arbitralor. The two arbairston so chosen
shaall in furn chioose & thind arbitrator within twenty (201 days of the selection of the second
arbitrater. The arbitrubor of arbilradiors, & the case may be, shall forthawith st as carly &
hearing date as is practicable. The arbitration hewning shull be conducted in White River
Junetion, Viermond, or at such other location as ibe partics shall agree. A decision by the
ungle arhitrutor or by twio of the three arfiitrutors, as the case may be, may include an awanl
o legal foes wivd other ¢osts and shall be binding upon the parties. Lither of ihe partics may
obtann juliciad gnforcement of the declsbon ih a court of competent juriasdiction,

b Notwithstunding the avallalsiliny of madiabon and arbioration 1o address disputes,
if either of the parties refuses medistion o arbitrstion, then either party may bring an action
Al lasw o | eguity b gy coun of compebont jurisdiction to sldeess the dispsite. Such adtion
many inglude secking i temporry or permiinent junctin, recovering damages, of ohiaining
other reliel ns appropriate.

(e} Notwithstanding any of the foreyoing. ifthe Grantee believes at any bime that any

acton of inacthon of the Ciramors of & thind party is cawsing or is threalenang 10 couse imeparable
dnmuge to the Property I breach of the Easement. the Granies may parsee s remedacs undsr
Section &, “Legal Remedies of the Grames,”™

6. Legal Bemesdics of the Grantes

Notwithstanding the avatlability of mediatron and areiration as providal o Scction 5, if

Grator refuses modiston or arbitration and Grantee determines that 5 violation of this Exwsment
hins oocurmed or 15 likely 10 occur, excepl &3 otherwise provided heran, Gramses shall s notify
Cirantors and demand comective sction and give Crantors thirty {10) davs to core the violation o
fesaone e portsorn of the: Propemy so mgured.



(a) The rights hereby granted shall include the right to enforce this Easement by
appropriate legal proceedings and to obtain injunctive or equitable relief against any violations,
including, without limitation, relief requiring the restoration of the Property to its condition prior
to the time of the injury complained of, (it being agreed that the Grantee may have no adequate
remedy at law), and shall be in addition to, and not in limitation of, any other rights and remedies
available to the Grantee, including, but not limited to money damages for the loss of the
Conservation Values protected by this Easement or restoration of the Property to its condition
existing prior to such violation.

(b) The Grantors, on behalf of themselves, their legal representatives, successors and
assigns, covenants and agrees to reimburse the Grantee for all reasonable costs and expenses
(including, without limitation, staff time, court costs, professional services, counsel, and legal
fees) incurred in enforcing this Easement or in remedying or abating any violation thereof;
provided, however, that the provisions of this Section 6(b) shall apply only under circumstances
in which Grantors have been determined by a court of law, the arbitrators as provided in Section
5(d), or has admitted to be in violation of the terms of this Easement.

(¢) Any election by the Grantee as to the manner and timing of its rights to enforce this
Easement or otherwise exercise its rights herein shall not be deemed or construed to be a waiver

of such rights.

7. Responsibilities of Grantors and Grantee

Other than as specified herein, this Easement is not intended to impose any legal or other
responsibility on Grantee, or in any way to affect any obligations of Grantors as owners of the
Property, including, but not limited to, the following:

(a) Grantors shall be solely responsible for payment of all taxes and assessments levied
against the Property.

(b) Grantors shall be solely responsible for the upkeep and maintenance of the Property, to
the extent required by law. Grantee shall have no obligation for the upkeep or maintenance of the

Property.

(¢) Grantors shall indemnify Grantee against, and hold Grantee harmless from, any and all
loss, cost, claim, liability, or expense (including reasonable attorneys' fees) arising from or with
respect to the Property, unless due to the gross negligence or willful misconduct of Grantee.

8. Access

The Easement hereby conveyed does not grant to members of the general public any right
of access to enter upon the Property, except there is granted to the Grantee and its representatives
the right to enter upon the Property, at reasonable times and in a reasonable manner, with advance
notice to Grantors of at least three (3) days, for the purpose of inspecting the Property for
compliance with the terms of this Easement.



9. Ageess [or Seventific and Edugational Purposes

The Exsemnent hereby conveyod prants to the Grontoe and s successms, asjms,
representadived and agents & right W onter upon and o permit the pablic 1 anter upon the
Property with advance potice o and the approval of Granors, which approvid shall not be
wnreasonably withbeld, for screntfic and educatomal progects designed 1w oducate the public
abaut forest mamagement practices, snd to increase the public™s unslerstanifing and apprecintion
of the pasiarnd world,

19, Progesds foom Extinguishment or Condensmation

(a} If circumstances artse in the fatvre that render the purpose of this Easement
impossade to gocomplish, this Exsanient can be temimatad or extinguishad, whether in whole of
in part, onky by judicial proceedings in a cowrt of competent junisdiction. I any change in
condilions ever gives rss 1o extinguishment or other selease of the Eadement under applicable
L, them Orentee, on o subsequent sale, exchange or involuntery conversion of the Property,
shull be entitled 10 a pomion of the procends i sccordance with Secnon 100b) helow!, subject,
hivwever o any applicable law which expressly provides fir a different disposiion of procesds.
Crrantee shall use its shaee of the proceeds in & mamner consisient with the conservation purposes
st forth heron

iy Grontors awl Crantee agnee that this Easement goves e for parposes of thas Section
10 0 o propenty fght, immddiately vestod in Gramee, This property right hes a fair market valee
ihuat s 81 least dguad 10 the propomionate value determiniad by dividing the value of tis
Easerment, eplculated as of the date hereof, hy the unencommberad value of thi Property, dlso
caloulated as of the dute herool For the purposes of this Section 10, the rtis of the value of this
Easerment 10 the valse of the Property unencuribered by thia Easerionl shall remain comdtein

(<) Whimgver all of any part of the Property of any iteress therain is ke by pubdie
suthaority snder power of eminent domain or ofher act of public awthority, ten Grantors and
Crrnrdee shall coopernte in recovenng the Full valise of all diredt and conseguential damajes
resulling from sach sction. Al related expenses incurned by Crmtors snd CGrastee shall it be
paid out of any recovered progesids, and the remaining proceeds shall be distihuied behween
Coramties and Crantes o shanes pqual m propestion 2o the rato set fonh o Section 10k) herato
(thowgh if a less-than-fee interest i w0 taken, the procewds shall be equitably allecated acconding
v 1 manere of the interest taken). Granies shall use 1ts share of the procesds in 2 manner
cxmststenl with the conservation purpeas 2t forth berein

1. Subsoquent Transiss

The Grantoes shall inoorperute by relerence the ferms of this Essement in any dood or
other legal instrument by which be divests himaell of any interest in all or a portion of the
Property, including. without limitation, a beaschold isterestl. CGraniors further agree to give
wiithen twilive o e Granlee of Use transfer of any imleres] sl least twerity [ 20) days prod (0 tie
date af such transfer. Fudlure of the Grantiors to Jie so shall not impuir the validity of this
Easemnont ar limit its enforceabillty o any way.



12. Assignment of Easement

(a) This Easement shall run with the Property in perpetuity, and shall be enforceable
against the Grantors, their representatives, successors or assigns holding any interest in the
Property.

(b) The Grantee is authorized to record or file any notices or instruments appropriate to
assuring the perpetual enforceability of this Easement including, but not limited to the right to re-
record this Easement, or to record a notice making reference to the existence of this Easement, in
the applicable land records as may be necessary to satisfy the requirements of the Record
Marketable Title Act, 27 V.S.A., Chapter 5, Subchapter 7, including 27 V.S.A. sections 603 and
605. The Grantors, on behalf of themselves, their representatives, successors and assigns, hereby
appoint the Grantee as their attorney-in-fact to execute, acknowledge, and deliver any such
instruments assuring perpetual enforceability of this Easement on their behalf. Without limiting
the foregoing, the Grantors, their representatives, successors or assigns agree to execute any such
instrument assuring the perpetual enforceability of this Easement upon the Grantee's request.

(c) The benefits of this Easement shall be in gross and the Grantee shall not assign them,
except in the following instances and from time to time:

(1) as a condition of any assignment, the Grantee requires that the purpose of this
Easement continues to be enforced, and

(i1) the assignee, at the time or assignment, qualifies under Sections 501(c) (3)
and 170(h) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as amended or replaced, “the
Code”) and applicable regulations thereunder is an eligible successor Grantee of
this Easement directly, or otherwise qualifies as a qualified holder of this
Easement under the applicable laws of the State of Vermont;

(ii1) if Grantee ever ceases to exist or no longer qualifies under Section 170(h) of the
Code, or applicable state law, a court of competent jurisdiction shall transfer this
Easement to another qualified organization having similar purposes that agrees to
assume the responsibilities imposed by this Easement.

13. Environmental Warranty

Nothing in this Easement shall be construed as giving rise to any right or ability in Grantee
to exercise physical or management control over the day-to-day operations of the Property, or any
of Grantors’ activities on the Property, or otherwise to become an operator with respect to the
Property within the meaning of The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980, as amended (CERCLA) or any corresponding state and local statute or
ordinance.

Grantors warrant that they have no actual knowledge of a release or threatened release of
hazardous substances or wastes on the Property, as such substances and wastes are defined by
applicable law, and landowner hereby promise to indemnify Grantee against, and hold Grantee



harmless froem, any and all loss, cost, cladm {without regand 1o s mertl, labality of expense
{inctudhing reasoruble attiormeye” foes) ariwing from or with respect b any release of haondous wistg
or viilation of envirnrmenial Laws

If at any time after the effective date o this Easement there ocours o releise i, on, o about
the property of any substance now or herenflor defined, lintad, or otherwise cdassi fiod pursgant o
any foderal, state, or local low, regaletion, or requiirement as hasardous, foxic, polluting, or
atherwise contaminating 1 the e, water, o s, of s any way harmfil o thaeatemng to human
health or the eviromment, Grantors agree 1o inke all siepa that may be required under fedoral, stare.
of [ocnl aw necessary 1o msure its contasnment amil ramedanzon, including ey cleanug,

14, Estoppel Certificates

Upon request by the Grantoes, the Grantes shall within thirty (34} doys execute and
deliver tothe Grantors any document, including an estoppel vertificate, which certifies the
Crrastors' complinnee with any obligation of the Grantors contaired m this Essement. Grantes
shall nod enreasonably withhiold any such certificanon

15, Amendment

Db the event (hat unusial o unfsrescen cuoumstances anse that i the judgment of the
Corantors and the Crrantee justily the modification of this Eisement, the Grantons and Grosiee, by
rautieal consent, may amend thas Ensement; pronaded, tht any such mnendmenl shall bo subrject
b 0] applicadsle mbmiknbstrative approvals, and aay umhmuuﬂmmumnhd ki thié Towwn of
Cliclsen anid the Town of Venhire Land Records.

b6, Perpetuntion of Essoment; Mion-Merger

Exoopt s expresddy otherwrse prossdesd hergin, this Easerment shall be of porpetual duration,
anud no merger of ik, estate or interest sholl be deemed ¢ffectod by any proviows,
compemporanaiss, of subsequent deod, grant, of asshgnmont of an [mensd of estate si the Property,
oF any portion thereol, b Grantee, 1| being the express intent of the parties that this Exsernent nol he
extimgueshed by, or merged info, sy ofher infercst or estate in the Property now or hereadter held by
(ramteoes.

17, Sxverability

‘teions of this Eacement shall to any extent be helil invalid, the enforceahiliy
-:I-fﬂ!l-:r:lnﬂ o of this Eqsement shall nog be affectad, and shall comtinde i full force with
effect.

15 Motioes

ALl potleen pursuait to this Easement slall be given mowriting lo e followung persons
by certified matl, retem receit requested:

LU



Grantors:

Grantee:

New England Forestry Foundation, Inc.
32 Foster Street

P.O. Box 1346

Littleton, Massachusetts 01460
Telephone: (978) 952-6856

Facsimile: (978) 952-6356

or such replacement address as the parties shall provide to each other.
19. Effective Date

This Easement shall be effective when it is executed by the Grantors and Grantee and it
has been recorded in the Land Records of towns of Chelsea and Vershire.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD said Easement, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to
the Grantee, its successors and assigns, to its own use and behoove forever.

N WITNEss WHEREOF, [

have executed this instrument this day of December 2011.

QGrantors:

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

« 2011

On this ___ day of December 2011, personally appeared before me the above-named

_ and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be

their free act and deed before me,

Notary Public
My Commission Expires:
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ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT

The above Conservation Easernont 15 accepred this_ day of December, 201 1.

Cirantog
SEW ENGLAND FORESTRY FOUNDATION, |NC,

By :
Lynn W, Lyford, Execugive TRnictor
Hereunto Daly Authorized

COMMOMWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

l-—-—"'-' _|'=.ﬂ.l'

O thas __ day of Docember, J01 |, penonally appeared befoee me the above-mamed Lynin
W Lyford. executive director of New' England Forestry Foundation, [ne. and acknowledged the
Foregoing mstrument to be the free sot anil dead of New England Forestry Fownidation, big . belone
iy

MNodary Public
My Commisslan Expires’



EXHIBIT C

Forest Management Plan
Guidelines and Required Plan Elements

I. Guidelines

The goal is to practice sustainable forest management on the Property, which recognizes the
importance of all ecological components and values and incorporates them into management
policies, plans, and decisions. The following subsections are components to be considered when
practicing sustainable forest management.

The parties recognize that their understanding of forest ecosystems and how they function is
incomplete. It is important periodically to incorporate relevant advances in scientific knowledge
into the sustainable forest management program.

Sustainable Timber Production

Grantors will use silvicultural systems that enhance or maintain the value of the timber
asset and provide for a sustained yield of forest products while recognizing that ecological,
aesthetic, wildlife, and other non-timber values are important components of the forest.
Silvicultural prescriptions should be based on sound scientific knowledge and tailored to
individual stand conditions. They will strive to maintain stands in a well-stocked, productive
condition and promote the diversity of natural forests in both species and structure. The full
range of silvicultural prescriptions is available for use on the property where appropriate, and
include even-aged and uneven-aged systems such as seed tree, shelterwood, clearcut, individual
selection, and group selection harvest systems. Management of the timber resource shall not
eliminate key ecosystem elements.

Forest Diversity

Grantors’ goal is to generate sustained yields of forest products from the forest in an
economical manner over time while maintaining forest diversity. Sustainable forestry requires
that structural and compositional components be maintained in a vigorous and productive
condition. The forest management plan will identify areas of unique importance and employ
means for assuring their retention.

Riparian Habitats

The Grantors’ goal is to maintain functional watercourses, wetlands, and wildlife habitats
with the retention of riparian ecosystems. Best management practices shall be employed to
minimize impacts to these areas.

Wildlife Management

The Grantors’ goal is to generate sustainable yields of forest products in an economical
manner while maintaining healthy wildlife habitat. Wildlife management practices are routinely
incorporated into timber management activities to retain or create desirable features including
riparian habitat, wildlife cavity trees, mast availability, logs and brush for shelter, vertical and
horizontal diversity, vernal pools, coarse woody debris, and featured species management.

=13



'Ul'illl_lH‘i inanagemant oaiders ol specaes of wilillife, bevond game and soclally biporion
SpeTH

Ia ! " !: Il !-[: !IIE t Imi!

The Gromtors” goal i+ to madintain fenctional deosysbens thad include imigue or fragile
matural arcas. Conmain conservation agencies that fmonitor ree, threatened, endangered. or special
comeern species are valuable pariners in this ¢ffon and may belp wensify these locutions sl
provide technical sdvice aboul manngoment praction,

The Grantors” goal i= o implement management prictices dewigned to minimize or
eliminnze use of pesticides. In all cases, the use of pesticides o herbicides will be conducted in
votiplisnos with all locol, state, and Federul liws and regulations.

The Grantors' goa! 15 10 reduce or eliminaie these species from the property where
appropnace and peasable. Meochnmdcal and chemical means of contil are scoepiable ool o
reduce the threat of invasive species. The introduction and spread of non-native plants with
invasive bendencics s 4 curment and pErowing comcem.

deatheric Bessuroes
I'he Gramtors' goal 15 10 mainiain sesthetio guality m arder 1o muntan o enhange tlie
vilug of the Propérty.  Aesthetic quality is bporant (o maintainsing the value of the foresd isset.

1. Boquired Plan [lements
The Manogemient Plan shall include, a1 a meinimmum, the Fllowing elementa:

(1) The property”s carrent ownents ], incloding their then curremt mailing addness and
tedephone pumbser|s);

12} The property tax assessor’s map pumber and kot parcel number, the property's idal
screage. and screage subject 10 this, or any other restnction or easerent;

(3§ The deed book and desad page from the Tawn of Chelsen and the Town of Vershae
Lisnad Reconds and relerence to any approved or pending survey plan, subdivision plan, or
eny ther divison of the property’s ownership interests;

{4) A history of the propecty and it managonsenl, ibcluding Rorestry of agrcidurl
activitbes engaged Induring thie previous 1en yoar|

{50 An inventory of forest resounces, including! species. quality, ape class dumibutions,
growth rates, potential harvest vobames, and valeea;

(6] A forest \ype map, appropriately scaled and accomte, which shall delineate: the

property”s boundanes, Forest ivpes, estimated bocations of any threstened of endanperad
andriial and plant specles, unkque (geolegical, hydrological, hastoncal, and cultural)
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features, existing roads and other access to the property, soil types, topography, and aspect;

(7) A description of the property’s abutters and any other protected land(s), including areas
protected for natural, scenic, forested, agricultural, historical, open space, conservation, or
wildlife purposes, within a reasonable distance of this property;

(8) A description of the owner’s management objectives and practices for the ensuing ten-
(10) year period, which shall provide for the maintenance and improvement of the overall
quality of the timber resource, the maintenance or improvement of soil productivity, and
the conservation of water quality;

(9) The management plan shall be reviewed and updated every ten years after consultation
with a professional forester or by another individual with written approval of the Grantee.
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