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Chairman’s Corner
I'm writing this as your former
Chairperson while enjoying the honor of
turning over the position to Steve
Teuscher.
It was a privilege to serve as
Chair for the past two years with an outstanding slate of officers, a fine Board of
Directors, and an energetic and enthusiastic membership. Thanks to all!
Our NYFOA Awareness Booth
has been active at the Rural Landowners
Workshop and at the Chautauqua
County Fair, and has allowed us to recruit several new members and make
extensions easy for current members. A
special thanks to those who have
manned the booth.

And more special thanks for
those who have arranged and/or hosted
the Woods walks, special events and
fund-raisers, and our parties. I also
wish to recognize our Newsletter editor
for publishing what I consider to be the
best Newsletter in the state.
As for my future with AFC, I
shall continue my position as State Association Representative and shall remain active wherever I am needed. I
have learned a lot, have met and
worked with many fine people and
have enjoyed the many activities tremendously. It is my wish that every
member can share these benefits
through their participation. Semper Fi,
~Dick Patton

Woods Walk Review
Approximately 30 individuals
attended an invasive species presentation at the Pfeiffer Nature Center on
June 23rd by representatives from
FORECON, Inc. The presentation was
held in the historic Chestnut cabin which
was then followed by a walk to the “old
growth” forest.
In August, approximately 40
people attended the small woods walk at
Bruce and JoAnne Robinson’s property.
The Robinson’s have approximately 12 acres on the outskirts of
Jamestown. A number of years ago they
had a timber sale and Bruce has been
working to improve the regenerated unInside this issue:

Attendees at the Pfeiffer Woods Walk

derstory by applying a few interesting
(Continued on page 2)
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Notes from the Annual Meeting

campers next year. Approximately $100 more is needed
in donations to send three students to camp next year.
15 members were in attendance at the annual
Any members that would like to make donations spemeeting held at Allegheny State Park in July. The fol- cifically for this purpose should send their checks to
lowing notes were approved by those in attendance:
NYFOA with a letter stating the donation is for the
Dick Patton resigned the Chair as his two year AFC Camp fund. As the parent organization is registerm has expired. Steve Teuscher was nominated to
tered as a non-profit organization, your donation may
serve as Chair. Jeff Rupp as nominated to fill the
qualify as a tax exemption.
Vice-Chair position that Steve held. Kim Sherwood
There are about a half-million landowners in
was re-nominated as Secretary and Tony Pingitore as
NYS. Less than 1 percent of these landowners are NYTreasurer. All positions passed unanimously.
FOA members. NYFOA has instituted a new finanTony reported that as of June 30, 2007, the bal- cially-based program aimed at increasing membership.
ance in the checking account is $1,874.11 including
Our Chapter will receive an extra $1 per member IF the
$673 in the Camp Fund. The balance in the savings
number of paid memberships is increased 10% by May
account is $1,755.21.
31, 2008. This would reflect AFC memDue to rising costs and
bership increasing from 254 to 279. IF
limited participation in past rafthe number of paid members is infles, we did not send any campers
creased by 20% or more (at least 305
to the NYSDEC Conservation
members) by the same date, the Chapter
Camp this year as we traditionally
would receive $7 per member.
do. AFC thanks Bruce Caughell
Charlie Mowatt thanked the
and Charlie Mowatt for their doChapter for awarding him and Marion
nation to the Camp Fund. We will
Outstanding Members of the Year for
plan on sending two or three
Charlie & Marion Mowatt with their Award 2006.

Welcome New Members: Jim Bock, Forestville, H. Daniel Brittain, Forestville, Richard Johnson, Cassadaga, Mark Kellner, Olean, Peggy Goodale & John Masterson, Dewittville, Al Suchar, Jamestown, Velma
Tanner, Portville, and Neil Walker, Allegany

Woods Walks Review Continued

Editor’s comments:
The Allegheny Foothills Chapter is fortunate
(Continued from page 1)
to have a large number of members who are practictechniques.
ing and retire foresters, natural resource agency emBruce discovered that when he would target an ployees and MFO’s. Over the years, they have
understory tree for release, then cut away all of the
shared a tremendous amount of knowledge with our
competing vegetation, the deer in the area would also
members at woods walks and seminars. I would like
target the same tree for browsing and for rubbing, often to extend my
killing the tree. He learned from his experiences and
sincere
now instead of cutting away all of the competing vege- thanks to
tation at the base, he release the crown of the target tree everyone
by “top lopping” the others. This leaves many stems
who hosted
for the deer to browse on, or rub, and provides for a
or presented
“brushier” understory for wildlife to utilize. Which was information
Bruce’s main point: people should look to manage their at AFC
woodlots for the structure of the trees and not just for
events durspecies composition. This results in a diversified struc- ing the past
ture of the woodlot which improves wildlife habitat.
year. ~
Thank you Bruce for an enjoyable and informa- JoAnn
Attendees listening to Bruce Robinson
tional morning.
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PA Hardwood Regeneration
Forest regeneration, or regrowth, requires sufficient numbers of desirable tree seedlings to be
available to replace today’s forest following harvest.
Under many circumstances, regeneration is not easy.
Competing plants, deer, and insufficient light on the
forest floor can interfere
with regeneration and, in the
long run, may threaten forest sustainability.
Most regeneration of
hardwood forests occurs
naturally, that is, without
trees being planted; but
many factors can affect forest regeneration. To regenerate naturally, the current
forest must produce seedlings, stump sprouts, and
root suckers that will become the next forest following a harvest. The right conThick regeneration in NY
ditions are necessary for

AFC at the Fair
I would like to thank all those who helped
man our display at the Chautauqua County Fair.
Those volunteers I spoke to enjoyed themselves and
were glad they were able to help. We have a very
knowledgeable group in our chapter and I am sure
that many of the visitors to our display went away
with a lot of information and enthusiasm. There were
many that took applications and promised to send in
their checks. I hope they follow thru.
The wood identification quiz was popular and
several people scored very high. Some didn’t get
many right but still had fun and learned something of
our local trees. We ended up getting over 25 requests
for woods walks, sold 7 scale sticks, got 3 paid memberships and several made referrals to MFOs in other
chapters.
We, through the efforts of all our volunteers,
kept the table manned from the time it opened on July
23 to the closing on July 29.
If any one has ideas to make our booth better
please forward them to me or any of the officers. Perhaps, with more participation we can expand our disPage 7

forests to regenerate naturally. Unfortunately, the
“right conditions” often are not met.
Three factors affect forest regeneration and
introduce practices to help make timber harvests sustainable. The three factors are competing vegetation,
deer impact, and light on the forest floor. This is abbreviated as C-D-L. Following the practices outlined
by this simple acronym will encourage healthy, new
forests following timber harvests.
In Forest Stewardship: Regenerating Hardwood Forests: Managing Competing Plants, Deer,
and Light by the Pennsylvania Forest Stewardship
Program, the authors take a look at how an understanding of competing plants, deer, and light can lead
to successful forest regeneration and the sustainability of hardwood forests. It is hoped that, after reading
this publication, you will view your forest management role in a new way and will use these key concepts to ensure a future for your forest.
This publication is available from the Publications Distribution Center, The Pennsylvania State
University, 112 Agricultural Administration Building, University Park, PA 16802. For information telephone 814-865-6713.
play and attract more young
people and expose them to
Good Stewardship.
If you didn’t get
called to help this year, be
prepared for next year. We
will start at the other end of
the alphabet. Anyone who
helped this year and wants to
return or anyone who wants
to help, please call or E mail
me.
~ Tony Pingitore
Tony at the Chaut. Co. Fair

Do you have walnuts?
As a way to raise funds for the chapter, members
have collected walnuts and other seeds to sell to
NYS DEC. If you have a source of walnuts, acorns
or butternuts, please contact Charlie Mowatt at 716676-3617 for more information; to volunteer to collect and/or to deliver to the DEC pick-up location in
Little Valley.
Funds from last year’s collection will be used to
fund a camper at DEC ’s Environmental Camp.
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Bonus Feature

On the third Wednesday of each
month, you can spend an hour learning
JoAnn Kurtis, Editor
about topics that range from how to select trees for firewood cutting, to
Seneca Trail RC&D Office
vernal pools, to arranging a timber sale. Extension specialists provide
8 Martha Street, P.O. Box 756
live and interactive presentations on the Internet (current technology is a
Ellicottville, NY 14731-0756
bit much for modem users however). All you need to do is register at
Phone: 716-699-2375 ext 5
Fax: 716-699-8924
www.ForestConnect.info. Registration is free and easy to complete.
Email: afcnewsletter@yahoo.com Seminars are at noon and repeated, live, at 7:00 PM.
The ForestConnect Internet forestry seminars are broad cast
Deadline for article submission for
(called
a
webcast) to your computer on a webpage. The URL for the
the next issue is November 16, 2007
webpage is provided after you register and about a week before a webcast. The webcasts include a Powerpoint presentation and the opportunity to ask questions and interact with the presenter. Each webcast has
U PCOMING E VENTS :
written materials used to supplement the presentation and provided, also
free, at the ForestConnect website. Previous webcasts have been saved
N O ADDITIONAL WOOD
and are available at www.ForestConnect.info for viewing. The schedWALKS HAVE BEEN
ule for September to December 2007 is:
SCHEDULED FOR THE FALL . 9/19/07: Small-Scale Firewood Production
T HE ANNUAL H OLIDAY
10/17/07: Creating Vernal Pools for Wildlife
P ARTY WILL BE HELD ON
11/21/07: Natural Regeneration in Your Hardwood Forest
D ECEMBER 15, 10 AM -2 PM 12/19/07: Don't Degrade Your Woodlot
AT THE C HAUT . C O . A G
C ENTER , T URNER R OAD ,
J AMESTOWN

More information is available at the ForestConnect website. Or,
call Diana at 607 255 2115.
“A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability and
beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise"~
Aldo Leopold

Editor’s Comments
Summer is almost over and the leaves will
too soon turn wonderful colors and the geese will fly
south. This is a great time to spend some time inside
cuddled up with the computer learning from forestry
professional on the web. So it goes with the newest
technology. It’s easy for those of us that spend a lot
of time working with, or cussing at, computers and
the internet to promote electronic media; sometimes
we forget that not everyone has access to both computers and the internet.
If you prefer to spend your time cuddled up
in front of a warm fire with the printed page, and
would like to read some of the articles, publications
or training material written about in the newsletter,
then write me a note or give me a call and I’ll be
glad to send you a printed copy.
Maybe I’ll move my computer closer to the
fireplace this fall.~ JoAnn

The Allegany Foothill Chapter Newsletter is published for
members of the Allegany Foothills Chapter of the New York
Forest Owners Association (NYFOA) and is published 4 times
per year. NYFOA was founded in 1963 and is organized to
encourage the wise management of private woodland resources
in New York State by promoting, protecting, representing and
serving the interest of woodland owners. The Allegany Foothills Chapter was founded in 1989 and encompasses Allegany,
Cattaraugus and Chautauqua Counties.
Membership is open to anyone interested in understanding how
to manage a woodlot. For information on becoming a NYFOA
member, contact Liana Gooding at (800) 836-3566. Annual
membership is $30 for individuals and $35 for families and
includes: subscription to this wonderful newsletter; the bimonthly NYFOA statewide publication, The New York Forest
Owner; attendance at Chapter
meetings; and at two statewide
meetings. For more information
visit www.nyfoa.org

"All programs and assistance of the RC&D Council are available without regard to
race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, and marital or family status."
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