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Chairman’s Corner
Happy New Year Everyone! With
business of the Christmas season behind us
and snow covering up all the work that I didn’t get done, it’s a good time to reflect on accomplishments of 2010 and plans and goals
for 2011. The firewood I cut for sale was sold
out before the snow buried it. My stove seems
to be ahead of schedule in using up the wood
in the woodshed thanks to a colder than usual
December. I am working my way through ash
and beech tops from a 2009 timber sale. Before we know it the snow will subside and we
will see our woodlands coming to life again.
One of the highlights of my Fall was a
“Game of Logging” day at my neighbor Tony
Pingitore’s woods. It was a very informative
day where bad habits were hard to hide. When
you’ve done something wrong for 50 years it
is difficult to change. I am confident that I can
work more safely now and better predict
where a tree will fall. In fact I was able to
come home and get myself out of a predicament that I had gotten myself into just a week
before. It was one of those situations where
one mistake led to another and if hadn’t
stopped I would have had a winters worth of

firewood down just to get an 80 ft larch
tree to the ground. See an article about
the “Game of Logging” in this newsletter. I was especially pleased to see 4
young men participate in the training.
They are well prepared to work safer and
smarter.
...continued on page 2...

Christmas Party

By: Dan Anderson

On Saturday, December 4, almost 30 people met at the Randolph Community Building for our annual Christmas Party. We had a great time socializing and renewing acquaintances. The ‘dish to pass’ format yielded a wonderful lunch with a wide variety of foods. Our
Chapter is blessed with some fantastic chefs/cooks!!
The Pingitores and Richardsons treated us to a Christmas carol sing along with their
musical accompaniment. We even sang our NYFOA Christmas theme song; O Christmas
Tree. JoAnn Kurtis then lead the ever popular Christmas gift exchange. What a wonderful
way to start the holiday season.
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Chairman’s corner continued… Our Steering Committee met on January 10th to deal with Chapter Business.
The main thrust of our meeting was to work with Dan Anderson, Planning Coordinator, to set up a program
schedule for 2011. One of the events that I hope will appeal to members in the “Far Eastern” part of our chapter
is a workshop scheduled for Tues. Feb. 15, 7 to 9 pm, at the Belmont Cooperative Extension office. Please invite
non-members and any interested parties to attend this evening event. We will be discussing current issues in
woodlot management, the importance of woodlot management and other issues that will appeal to small and
large woodlot owners and those who enjoy our woodlots.
We are currently in need of an individual to represent the AFC on the State Board of Directors for NYFOA.
Dick Patton, who has served us well on that Board, has reached his term limit and will be stepping down. I will
continue to serve as an at-large member. The Board meets 3 times per year, usually mid-state, on a Saturday.
The balance of our communication is by conference call or email. I enjoy serving and if this is something you
would consider contact someone on the steering committee to let them know. The next Board of Directors meeting will be at the NY Farm Show on February 26th.
Here is something I would like each of you to consider. All of us know someone who owns a small or large
woodlot, makes use of our woodlots (such as hikers, hunters, campers) or has a business that profits from those
who own or enjoy woodlot. Talk with them about NYFOA and what it has to offer. Share your “Forest Owner”
magazine with them. Invite them to a chapter activity. If every member made the effort to recruit one individual
and half of these efforts were successful the results would be phenomenal. More members will result in better
woodlot management for more acreage in our State. It will allow NYFOA to improve and expand services to it’s
members and give us a stronger voice to influence government policy related to forestry.
—Otis Barber

Cattaraugus County Fair Notes

By Jeff Rupp

The 2010 Cattaraugus County Fair ran from Monday, August 2—Sunday, August 8. NYFOA-AFC again
this year used available space in the Norton Conservation Building, not far from the main gate. This building is
used and maintained primarily by the Cattaraugus County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs.
Twenty NYFOA volunteers signed up to staff our display throughout the week, working shifts of 3 to 6
hours duration. In addition to our traditional table top display and wood sample ID quiz, information relating to
many other forest related issues was available, including Cornell’s MFO program, the Forest Connect Fact Sheet
Series, invasive species info and much more forest stewardship information.
Thanks to the artistic skills of Tony Pingitore and Dan Anderson, our Chapter raffled a super-custom
Eastern Hornbeam walking stick and a pair of mugs with a custom mug hanger. THANK YOU Tony and Dan!
Although raffle ticket sales were down slightly from last year, we were still able to raise $57 for our Chapter.
1st Prize in the raffle drawing went to Colleen Day, daughter of AFC member and MFO volunteer Paul
Marohn. Paul manned our display the evening Colleen chanced a winning ticket while accompanied by her husband and children. 2nd Prize went to Dick Brennan, who recently built a home east of Ellicottville on forested
property that has been in his family for several generations. Dick is a retired teacher and BOCES Administrator.
He attended the September training for new MFO volunteers at Arnot Forest. While Dick spent his career working in the Niagara Frontier area well north of us, ironically, the BOCES school on Rt 242 near Ellicottville is adjacent to Brennan Road, named after Dick’s great grandfather who immigrated here from Ireland many years ago.
Many of the NYFOA members contacted to staff our Fair display were most willing to help out—a testament to their passion for spreading the good news of positive impact Forest Stewardship. As an added plus, they
signed up 6 forest owners for Woods Visits by MFO volunteers.
Many THANKS to the following who volunteered at the Fair: Bob Gorecki, Terry Kennedy, Ken Kuczka, Mark Marcus, Bob Wood, John and Gayle Rembold, John Jones, Mark Kurtis, Jim Prince, Bob and Ruth
Sommers, Nick Parker, Gary Sargent, Larry Eddy, Bernie Lawn, Paul Marohn, Don Girod and Jim Taft.
Page 2

A L L E G H E NY F O O T H I L L S C H A P T E R N E W S L E T T E R

Game of Logging / Level One Training

By Tony Pingitore

On Saturday, November 6, 2010, we hosted a
Game of Logging, Level One training session. The
instructor was Bill Lindloff of Bill Lindloff’s Procuts.
There were nine of us in the class. Experience ranged
from raw novices to some who have been cutting
wood for decades and those somewhere in the middle. We had four young men in the class, one a senior in high school and three recent grads.

saw, use of chain brake, improper placement of the
thumb, failure to use the face shield, hearing protection and chaps.
The method taught us is the
plunge or bore cut method. This is considered the
safest way to drop a tree in most cases. Bill set a
target fifty or so feet from the tree and we lost
points for every foot we were off target. All of us
got pretty close, or hit the target.

The day started out in my shop with emphasis
on Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), safety features on chainsaws and proper sharpening of the saw
chain. We old timers found out that some of our
safety equipment was inadequate or its useful life had
expired. Did you know that a chainsaw helmet has an
expiration date? The helmets are considered unsafe
after five years! After taking some licks about our
equipment and our sharpening skills we headed out to
the woods.

It was a fun and highly informative day.
Everyone was extremely glad to have spent the
day on such a worthwhile event. About all of us
are waiting to take the next level on February 12.

I had flagged a number of ash trees to use as
our victims and after a demonstration from Bill and
some practice cuts on short logs we were each paired
with a tree and had to plan how to cut it safely and
drop it where we wanted it to fall. HELP is the acronym for Hazards, Escape, Lean and Plan. Before we
could start our saw we had to 1. Evaluate the hazards
and mitigate them, 2. Establish our Escape route, 3.
Determine the lean of the tree, front to back and side
to side, 4. Plan our cuts to put the tree safely where
we wanted it to go.

The Game of Logging (GOL) is widely
acknowledged as the premier timber harvesting
training program in the country, offering hands on
training in a competitive environment.
For information contact Bill Lindloff at
blprocuts@aol.com.

We were graded on all four of the criteria as
well as safety violations, i.e. proper starting of the

New York State DEC 2011 Summer Camp Registration
NYFOA-AFC is offering two scholarships for the 2011 DEC Camp. Applicants must write an essay
on why they want to go to camp and submit it with a completed application. This application can also be
downloaded online at www.dec.ny.gov/education/61769.html. You can fill this out on your computer and print
off the completed application or fill out the application provided on pages 4 and 5 of this newsletter.
Please send the completed application along with essay to Otis Barber, 6399 Route 380, Sinclairville,
NY 14782-9653. Applications must be received by February 15, 2011.
There are several changes this year including the following: *Camp fee for one week is $350. *All four
camps will run for 7 weeks, beginning July 3. *Children who have attended camp in the past may register for
any of the 7 weeks. Campers may attend for more than one week during the summer; total fee must be included with application. *Campers will not be able to stay at camp on Saturday night. *For additional information visit DEC’s web site www.dec.ny.gov/education/29.html or call 518-402-8014.
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Shari Lake, Editor
214 Huxley ST
Jamestown, NY 14701-5929
Phone: 716-560-6458 Cell
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2011 E VENT C ALENDAR
F EB 12 G AME OF L OGGING S ESSION 2
F EB 15 B ELMONT WORKSHOP
F EB 24, 25, 26 NY F ARM S HOW ,
S TATE F AIRGROUNDS , S YRACUSE
M AY 7 11 AM B EAVER W ALK
E COLOGY E VENT , 2798 A RMENIAN
R D , S HERMAN OFF R T 430 NEAR
CEMETERY , NEXT TO WETLANDS
RSVP JLARABIANS @ AOL . COM OR 716685-2540 FOR LUNCH RESERVATIONS
J ULY 16 AFC S UMMER P ICNIC / MFO
R EFRESHER —L OCATION TBA

NYFOA-AFC members enjoying last year’s Annual Summer Picnic/MFO Refresher/
Informational Meeting at the Pfieffer Nature Center in Portville, NY on July 17, 2010.

S EPT 24 W OODSWALK R USHFORD
D EC 3 C HRISTMAS P ARTY R ANDOLPH

Words may show a man’s wit, but actions his meaning.
-Benjamin Franklin

Welcome New Members: Andy Anderson, Gerry;
Dick Brennan, Ellicottville; David Heath, Stockton;
Nate Novelli, Dunkirk; Joe Radack, Jamestown; and
Tom Washington, Cassadaga. 293 total membership.

Mark Your Calendars!
The Steering Committee has scheduled
many exciting events for 2011.COMING
SOON—Game of Logging Session #2 on
February 12; for info contact Tony Pingitore or email Bill Lindloff at blprocuts@aol.com. The Belmont Workshop will be held on
February 15. On May 7 Linda Wieland will take us on a
walking tour of her property that includes 2 ponds; one is
a salamander pond. Beavers have come on to the property.
The property has been logged twice and those results can
be seen. Lunch will follow; please RSVP to 716-6852540 or email jlarabians@aol.com so lunch can be
planned for those attending. Take Sherman exit off I-86, in
Sherman turn right on 430, just outside Sherman turn right
on Armenian Road, about 1.5 miles on right, 1st driveway
past wetlands, #2798. Look for sign by driveway.

The Allegany Foothill Chapter Newsletter is published for
members of the Allegany Foothills Chapter of the New York
Forest Owners Association (NYFOA) and is published 4 times
per year. NYFOA was founded in 1963 and is organized to
encourage the wise management of private woodland resources
in New York State by promoting, protecting, representing and
serving the interest of woodland owners. The Allegany Foothills Chapter was founded in 1989 and encompasses Allegany,
Cattaraugus and Chautauqua Counties.
Membership is open to anyone interested in understanding how
to manage a woodlot. For information on becoming a NYFOA
member, contact Liana Gooding at (800) 836-3566. Annual
membership is $30 for individuals and $35 for families and
includes: subscription to this wonderful newsletter; the bimonthly NYFOA statewide publication, The New York Forest
Owner; attendance at Chapter
meetings; and at statewide meetings. For more information visit
www.nyfoa.org

Please email your comments
to afcnewsletter@yahoo.com

