New York Forest Owners Association

Annual Membership Meeting
Saturday, February 23, 2008
Arts & Home Building

NYS Fairgrounds, Syracuse, NY

Present:  Members in attendance (registration list is attached) including the following Board Members:  
Board Members:  Steve Teuscher, Dan Cleveland, Gene Reinshagen, Peter Smallidge, Harry Dieter, Dick Patton, Mike Birmingham, Bill LaPoint, Rene Germain, Neil Walker, Rich Taber, Dick Harrington, Mike Seager, Renee Bouplon and John Sullivan.
Additional Participants:  Executive Director, Mary Jeanne Packer and Office Administrator, Liana Gooding and Forest Owner editor, Mary Beth Malmsheimer. 

● Meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by Vice President Dan Cleveland.  Dan introduced himself to the membership and all were welcomed.   

● Motion made by Bill LaPoint to accept the minutes from the 2007 Annual Meeting. Motion seconded by John Sullivan.  All were in favor, motion carried.  

● Treasurer Steve Teuscher presented a Statement of Financial Position, a copy of which is attached to and made part of these minutes.   

Updates on NYFOA and NYFOA Partners’ Activities:
- Carl Wiedemann reported that Forestry Awareness Day is March 10th in Albany.  NYFOA is both a host and sponsor.  He encouraged the membership to attend.  Carl also distributed the Healthy Forests Agenda of the Council of Forest Resource Organizations (CFRO); a copy of which is attached to these minutes. This agenda will be the basis of messaging during legislative visits on March 10th.  NYFOA will have a display. 
- John Sullivan reported on having attended a TNC sponsored Invasive Species Lobby Day February 11th in Albany to educate legislators on Invasive Species issues including those related to forests.  John also gave a brief report on the Tree Farm Program- there will be an optional new logo and signs and talked about the issue of finding enough inspectors to serve the program need for timely re-inspections.  He will be attending the Tree Farm Leadership Conference next week in Idaho.  John distributed a Safety Checklist for NYFOA Chapter Events, which was developed by the NYFOA Safety Committee; a copy of which is attached to these minutes.   This checklist has been circulated to chapter leadership and will be posted on the NYFOA website.  Chapters are encouraged to think ahead and be prepared for safety during woodswalks and other events. 
- Mary Jeanne Packer reported that a roundtable for forest owners and other interested in recreation on private lands will be held April 1st in Lake Placid.  NYFOA received a grant from a team of researchers across the four northern forest states, funded by the Northeastern States Research Cooperative (NSRC) to coordinate this session.  One of the topics will be related to the results of a survey that the researchers conducted last year of forest owners including NYFOA members.  NYFOA has supported this groups’ efforts in the past, funded by another grant, by designing and creating content for a website regarding this project.   

- Steve Teuscher distributed his Recruiting and Retaining Members booklet; a copy of which is attached to these minutes.  He is gathering ideas and tips for use by the chapters.  

- Gary Goff gave an overview of the Master Forest Owners (MFO) program including upcoming new volunteer and refresher workshops.  Dates for these will be listed in the Forest Owner.
- Peter Smallidge reported on the research and outreach programs of Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) and his office as State Extension Forester.  He touched on the ForestConnect letter series that NYFOA partnered with Peter to put out, the series of public service announcements produced, his series of monthly web casts and the work of interns and faculty on several research projects.  
- Rich Taber spoke of the Forest Landowners initiatives at CCE.  He has been hired to work on the project in Broome and Chenango counties to increase awareness of the services provided by CCE available to landowners. 
- Marilyn Wyman distributed a sponsorship handout about a new publication that NYFOA is helping to support, The Place You Call Home: A Guide to Caring for Your Land in New York to be published by Northern Woodlands. It will contain a Resource Guide for landowners and NYFOA has been approached by the publisher about working on compiling this as funds become available. 
- Mary Jeanne Packer reported that the Forest Stewardship Podcasts (series of 13 audio/MP3 downloads) are complete and will be available soon.  Watch for info on nyfoa.org. Also, the Forested habitat and mapping and owner identification project will begin soon as the grant period begins March 1st.   
Update on NYFOA Chapter Activities:
Each chapter present had a representative speak briefly on the past year’s activity and upcoming events.  The representative or NYFOA’s Executive Director also presented or announced the Chapter Service Awards as follows:  

AFC- Tony Pingitore
CDC- Ron Pedersen

LHC- Anne Osborn

NAC- Richard Gast

SAC- Laurel Gailor

SFL- Brett Chedzoy

SOT- Gerry Kachmor

WFL- Richard Starr

The Chapter Growth Award was given to the Northern Adirondack Chapter and Outstanding Service Awards were awarded to Alan White, Kelly Smallidge and Cindy King. The Heiberg Award was presented to Gary Goff.    

● Jerry Michael, appointed teller for the election of Board Members, announced the winners of this year’s election: Dan Cleveland, Gene Reingshagen, Marilyn Wyman and Ed Neuhauser.
There being no further business, meeting adjourned.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Liana Gooding
Office Administrator 
