Notes from NYFOA Executive Committee Conference Call
Dec 3, 2009 8:30-9:30 am

Participating:  Executive Committee (EC) members Mike Seager, Mike Birmingham, Rich Taber, Renee Bouplon, Frank Winkler and Office Administrator, Liana Gooding

Also Board members: Bill LaPoint, Fred Thurnherr, Dan Price and Rene Germain. 

State Wildlife Grant (SWG): Rich Taber reported the need to contact DEC regarding status and to request an extension.  Right now the grant period ends 2/3/10. It was agreed that Rich would  contact DEC and speak with Jenny Landry and Dan Rosenblatt and will draft a letter to follow up.  Rich will also talk to Steve Long at Northern Woodlands about the amount of funding he still needs for A Place You Call Home publication.  Mary Jeanne Packer had indicated to Rich that DEC may be willing to allow NYFOA to use some of the SWG funds for this project.  Liana reported that DEC is currently withholding payment on the last invoice submitted by Mary Jeanne Packer for this grant until they have received confirmation of  NYFOA’s intentions for continuing with this grant. 
General consensus was to continue with this grant and to fulfill NYFOA’s obligation.  Rich has agreed to be the point person on this grant. 

Hudson River Valley Greenway grant: Rich also agreed to be point person for this and will contact the Audubon Society about subcontracting to complete this project.  Grant is for $5,500 to produce signage about habitat management for birds and would recognize NYFOA. 

Wood Education Resource Center (WERC) grant: Renee Bouplon agreed to contact Ed Cesa at WERC to discuss grant status.  Renee reported having talked to Rene Germain and he said the Research Foundation was interested only in the survey aspect of this grant.  Renee B. had also spoken with Laurel Gailor at the Warren County Cornell Cooperative Extension office about possibly subcontracting for this grant.  The Board was agreeable to this and Renee agreed to look into this option. 

Liana reported having heard from the Division of Payment Management (the federal agency responsible for the payment system for federal grants) about glitches in the payment invoicing having to do with the organization name and bank account information they have on file for NYFOA.  Liana will continue to try to straighten this out.  The first payment (invoiced by Mary Jeanne Packer) is held up due to these issues. 

Annual Meeting: Both Rich and Liana agreed that things are taken care up to this point.  Jamie Christensen of the CNY chapter has put together a press release outlining the forestry seminars set up for the Farm Show.  Liana has distributed this information out to the chapters and posted on the website.  Rich has set up a speaker for the Annual Meeting.  

Liana will follow up with Peter Smallidge and Dick Patton regarding nominations for Board Directors. 

Offer of donation of land: Renee Bouplon stated that she had spoken with the owner of the property that wants to donate it to NYFOA.  She also briefly checked out the property in the Town of Catskill.  Brief discussion as to whether this would be not only profitable for NYFOA to do but would it be consistent with NYFOA’s mission.  General consensus is that this is probably not something we will want to do but Renee will discuss it with Mike Greason, CDC Chapter Chair who may better be able to evaluate the property.  

DEC Youth Scholarship funds:  Liana reported having spoken with Walt Friebel (past NYFOA member) about funds in the Bank of Utica in the name of DEC Youth Scholarship.  Walt reports there is about $800 in a savings account set up years ago as a result of funds raised at a silent auction at a statewide Board meeting at ESF.  After Board discussion, it was agreed that Liana would contact Walt and ask that he close the account and send the funds to NYFOA to be recorded as a restricted donation.  
Liana Gooding’s compensation:  Liana left the call and the Board discussed her letter to Mike Seager asking to return to hourly payment instead of salary and the issue of a pay increase.
Notes prepared by Liana Gooding, 12/07/09
Note: per phone call from Mike Seager to Liana following the conference call- the Board agreed that Liana be allowed to return to being paid hourly at a rate of $15.50 effective with her November invoice.  A new contract will be issued effective Jan 1st with a cap on the number of hours to be worked and Liana agreed to provide detail regarding how she spends her time. 
