Notes from NYFOA Executive Committee Conference Call

November 4, 2010 8:30-9:30 am

Participating:  Executive Committee (EC) members Mike Seager, Fred Thurnherr, Mike Birmingham, Rich Taber, Dan Price, and Office Administrator, Liana Gooding

Also Board members: Frank Winkler, Ed Welch, Bob Morrison, Marilyn Wyman and Policy Committee Chair, Carl Wiedemann.
· CFRO (Council of Forest Resource Organizations) / FAD (Forestry Awareness Day):

Policy Committee Chair, Carl Wiedemann joined the call to discuss    Mike Seager and Carl gave a brief background about Forestry Awareness Day:

 

“ The original intent of the Council of Forest Resource Organizations and Forestry Awareness Day was to develop a short and focused agenda of issues that all parties could agree to, and use that in discussion with lawmakers. Over the past couple of years, a couple groups have come to dominate setting the agenda, and that agenda has grown and diffused a bit. We (NYFOA) have questioned the value of our participation, given that we do contribute cash (about $550 last year, down from around $1000 the year before). The concern is that our name is being attached to an agenda that really is driven by somebody else.

 

 For example, one of the dominant organizations is ESFPA. They get things put on the agenda that closely affect their members, such as road use taxes paid by logging trucks. That is not in opposition to NYFOA's interests, and it might be somewhat aligned with our interest, but it is not something that affects most of our members very much, and perhaps our political capital should be better spent on issues that do affect our members more closely.

 

 Last year, by cutting back our support and in the discussions, we made the members of CFRO aware of our dissatisfaction with the process.” As planning for the 2011 Forestry Awareness Day gets under way, Carl explained his feelings and asked for some direction from the board about how we feel about our involvement with Forestry Awareness Day.

Carl outlined two options in terms of an approach for NYFOA- One being NYFOA have its own legislative agenda which is incorporated into the CFRO agenda used on FAD.  Second, is to use FAD as a vehicle to get out a general forestry importance message and to talk about the challenges for today’s private forest landowners and not have a specific agenda.

Carl suggested that he propose to the CFRO that a paragraph be added to the agenda (or separate flyer of some sort created) that would address the general issue of forestry importance and to define the different organizations that make up the CFRO.   He also suggested that NYFOA take a more local approach and encourage membership in the local chapters to make contacts with their local legislators throughout the year and use FAD as a follow up. 
Carl briefly outlined what the Policy Committee determined to be the three main issues for  NYFOA: invasive insect species and plan to address the issue, taxation including revision of current tax law, and management- urging DEC to continue to provide services to private landowners to foster good forest stewardship.  It was suggested that a forth be added- marketing- urging DEC to improve efforts in marketing New York timber resources.

Carl said he would take all of this back to the CFRO as they begin to formulate this year’s agenda.   Mike Seager stated that he would take up the issue of chapter efforts to contact local legislators on his next chapter leadership conference call.

· SWG and WERC grant update: Mike Seager reported that Dan Price has agreed to act as grant administrator on the SWG and Bob Morrison on the WERC grant.  The Executive Committee had taken an email vote recently on Dan Price- it was approved.  Motion made and seconded that the Executive Committee approve Bob Morrison as grant administrator on the WERC grant.  All EC members approve, motion carried.
· Mike Seager reported that Sarah Stackhouse has agreed to run for a Board Director position and is willing to serve as Treasurer.  She is not interested in doing any of the grant work and asked to conference call with Mike Birmingham, Rich Taber, Dan Price and Bob Morrison.  Mike S will arrange it.  Mike S suggested that both Dan and Bob communicate with Mike Birmingham to move forward with the transition.  Rich Taber stated that he has suggested to Laurel Gailor (sub-contractor on the WERC grant) that she draft the letter to the Forest Service to request the extension for the grant which Mike S could send out.  The current grant period ends Dec 31st. 
· Mike S reported that he is communicating with the National Woodlands Owners Association (NWOA) regarding NYFOA’s re- affiliation.
· Rich Taber reported that he and Jamie Christensen (CNY Chair) are beginning to work on the arrangements for the Farm Show (speakers, rooms, etc.).

· Brief biographies are needed from the four running for Director positions to be printed in the Jan/Feb 2011 issue of the Forest Owner.  Liana will check with Ed Neuhauser and Marilyn Wyman for any edits to their previously used bios.  Mike S will get one from Sarah Stackhouse and any other candidates.

· Marilyn Wyman reported that the Capital District Chapter is discussing the hosting of a statewide meeting in the fall of 2011.  They will have a proposal for the December Board conference call.

Notes prepared by Liana Gooding, 11/04/10

