Notes from NYFOA Executive Committee Conference Call

January 6, 2011 8:30-9:30 am

Participating:  Executive Committee members Mike Seager, Mike Birmingham, Rich Taber, Dan Price; and Office Administrator, Liana Gooding

Also Board members: Ed Welch, Marilyn Wyman, Otis Barber, Jim Minor, Anne Osborn, Bob Morrison, Frank Winkler and Rene Germain.
Officers for 2011:  Mike Seager has reached his term limit on the Board and will not be able to serve as President this year.  Mike reported that Fred Thurnherr who is currently Vice-President, is not interested in serving as President.  Mike had a couple of suggested candidates- Otis Barber declined, Ron Pedersen is a maybe, and Mike will talk with Jim Minor and Ed Neuhauser. All  are welcome to offer suggestions. Discussion followed regarding Board Director term limits which are currently six years (two consecutive three year terms).  Changing the term limits would require by-law changes which can only be made by the membership and require 30 day notice to them.  Mike S is going to check with Mary Beth about the possibility of still getting it into the Forest Owner for the Jan/Feb issue.  Anne Osborn offered to draft the text for the proposed change.  Consensus was not reached about the need to change the by-laws.  
 

 Woodswalk weekend:  Mike Seager reported that Kelly Smallidge, Dan Anderson and 
Marilyn Wyman have agreed to work on planning. The first major decision was that they did 

not want to rush into an event in 2011 without good preparation, so they have set their sights 

on 2012. Kelly is leading the effort to put together a proposal for discussion at the February 

meeting.
Annual Report: Prior to this call, Mike Seager had distributed his draft of the proposed annual report.  He offered several topics for discussion- should financial information be published?, should it be dollar amounts vs percentages, who is the audience?, should all chapters be listed with activities or a representative sample?.  No consensus was reached at this time but he will continue to work on the draft and have a final version for the February conference call.  He welcomed input.

Annual Meeting: It was agreed that the Board would meet from 10am to 12 pm on February 26th prior to the membership meeting to provide for ample discussion time prior to the formal Board meeting at 3pm (following the membership meeting at 1pm) at which time new officers would be elected.

Web site and technology services proposal:  Mike Seager reported recently having met with a company that came to him offering their services.  Affiniscope is a company that specializes in providing web site hosting and related services to non-profit organizations.  Mike will put together the details of what services they offer and distribute for later discussion. 

 

Notes prepared by Liana Gooding, 1/06/11
