Notes from NYFOA Executive Committee Conference Call

Jan 7, 2010 8:30-9:50 am

Participating:  Executive Committee (EC) members Mike Seager, Mike Birmingham, Rich Taber, Renee Bouplon and Office Administrator, Liana Gooding

Also Board members: Bill LaPoint, Fred Thurnherr, Dan Price and Marilyn Wyman; and Jennie Landry from NYS DEC.

Compensation for Mary Beth Malmsheimer: Editor of the Forest Owner- Board agreed to restore the $50 in compensation per issue to her.  

Farm Show/Annual Meeting: Rich Taber reported things are all set for both the forestry seminars and the annual meeting.  Anyone interested in helping to staff the booth should contact Rich or Jamie Christensen of the CNY chapter.  Liana will work with Mike Seager to put agendas together.  Mike Seager will solicit Heiburg and Outstanding Service Award nominations from the Board via email.

State Wildlife Grant (SWG):  Jenny Landry from NYS DEC was on the call to go over with the Board the status of the grant.  DEC is looking for a letter stating NYFOA’s intentions for the grant and Jennie suggested including a request for an extension given that the grant expiration date is Feb 4, 2010.   Rich Taber agreed to draft a letter for Mike Seager to sign. 

Jenny gave some general information about the grant:

-It is a competitive grant

-It is a reimbursement grant- NYFOA must expend the funds and request reimbursement

-It is a planning grant which includes a strategic planning element

-The Federal portion of the grant is $148,600 of which about $38,000 has been spent

-There is a high level of match required ($142,961) from NYFOA which is personal services and 

  travel, mostly to come from volunteer MFO work

-There are defined products NYFOA agreed to produce to meet grant criteria.  At this time DEC 

  has not received any finished products but often that does not happen until grant completion.  

Rich reported from a previous discussion with Jenny that the possible funding of The Place You Call Home publication from SWG grants funds is on hold until it is determined that this project would meet grant criteria.

Rich Taber, Marilyn Wyman and Dan Price agreed to review grant materials to help decide how to proceed with the grant.  Liana will send out copies of the grant application to them. Rich also stated that it became clear to him after talking with Jenny that the grant is too complex for a volunteer to do in a couple of hours a month- an administrator is needed.

Hudson River Valley Greenway grant: Rich will contact the Audubon Society about subcontracting to complete this project.  Grant is for $5,500 to produce signage about habitat management for birds and would recognize NYFOA. 

Wood Education Resource Center (WERC) grant: Renee Bouplon has been in contact Ed Cesa at WERC to discuss grant status.  Laurel Gailor at the Warren County Cornell Cooperative Extension office is interested in subcontracting the technical portion of the grant work but an administrator is still needed.  WERC is looking for a letter from NYFOA stating who will be in these positions.  

Other Business:

-Mike Seager reported that the Western Finger Lakes chapter may be interested in hosting a fall event.  Mike Birmingham will check with the bookkeeper about income and expenses for the Lake Placid-NAC event this past fall.

-Mike Birmingham asked for approval to pay an invoice from Mary Jeanne Packer for time she worked in November 2009, after the date of the terminated contract.  Executive Committee members approved this payment. 

-Board agreed to say no thank you to the offer of a donation of land discussed on prior conference call.  Renee Bouplon had NYFOA member Mike Greason take a look at the land and it was agreed that it was not cost effective for NYFOA to accept the donation.  Renee will contact the owner of the property.

Notes prepared by Liana Gooding, 01/12/10

