New York Forest Owners Association, Inc.

Minutes of the Board Meeting
Friday, June 5 & Saturday, June 6, 2009
Arnot Forest, Van Etten, NY

Present:  
Executive Committee Members:  Dan Cleveland, President, Mike Seager, Vice President, Mike Birmingham, Treasurer, Peter Smallidge, Ex-Officio Member and Renee Bouplon
Board Members: Chris Tcimpidis, Frank Winkler, Rich Taber, Dick Patton, Ed Welch, Fred Thurnherr, Kelly Smallidge, Otis Barber, Dan Price, Ed Neuhauser, Jim Minor and Dick Harrington (arrived Sat am).

Additional Participants:  Executive Director, Mary Jeanne Packer and Office Administrator, Liana Gooding (arrived Sat am) and members Ron Pedersen and Winnie Godfrey. 

Friday: Presentation on the first year’s accomplishments of implementing the State Wildlife Grant, including demonstration of GIS work from FORECON.  Several MFO’s were in attendance.  Dinner and reception with a Board development workshop, led by Brian Henehan, followed. 

Following a Saturday morning Executive Session of the Board and members Ron Pedersen and Winnie Godfrey, Rich Taber recorded the following:
Mike Seager led a discussion about the purpose of NYFOA and reviewed the mission statement.

A question arose on the validity of NYFOA having grants.  Discussion ensued.  Peter Smallidge distributed a table showing results of a survey of values of NYFOA membership.

Motion made by Ed Welch to maintain existing paid staff.  Seconded by Rich Taber.  All were in favor, motion carried. 

Motion made by Rich Taber stating that NYFOA should continue to be involved in coalition building with partners and government organizations to include a committee to give guidance.  Seconded by Dick Harrington.  All were in favor, motion carried. 

Mary Jeanne and Liana then joined the group.  Liana recorded the following:
Mike Seager led a discussion of the newly organized committee structure.  Attached to and made part of these minutes is the outline of committee structure. As part of the discussion, several tasks were assigned to the committees.  
Mary Jeanne distributed a Summary of NYFOA’s current grants, a copy of which is attached and made part of these minutes.  

Motion made by Rich Taber to have NYFOA be the lead, with the Northern Adirondack Chapter’s support, on the planning and coordination of the fall event to be held in Lake Placid on October 2nd to 4th.   Implicit in that is the authorization to have Mary Jeanne sign any and all contracts necessary.  Motion seconded by Mike Seager.  All were in favor, motion carried. 
Motion made by Otis Barber to hold the fall Board of Directors meeting as part of the Lake Placid fall event.  Meeting to be held on the morning of Sunday, Oct 4th.  Motion seconded by Dick Patton.  All were in favor, motion carried.  

Motion made by Rich Taber for the State organization to split equally with NAC any profits that might come from the Lake Placid event.  Any loss will be the State’s.  Motion seconded by Otis Barber.  All were in favor, motion carried.  

Motion made by Chris Tcimpidis to authorize the expenditure of $650 for a booth at the Woodsmen’s Field Days to be held in Boonville August 21st to 23rd, with the expectation that the booth will be staffed by volunteers. Seconded by Fred Thurherr.  All were in favor, motion carried.  Rich Taber agreed to act as Committee Chair and point person.  

Motion made by Dick Patton to appoint Rich Taber to the office of Secretary.  Seconded by Frank Winkler.  All were in favor, motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Liana Gooding 

Office Administrator
