New York Forest Owners Association

Board Meeting Minutes
Saturday, February 24, 2007

Martha Eddy Room- Arts & Home Building

NYS Fairgrounds, Syracuse, NY

Board Members Present:  
Alan White, Dan Cleveland, Gene Reinshagen, Peter Smallidge, Kelly Smallidge, Dick Patton, Anne Osborn, Steve Teuscher, Frank Winkler, Rene Germain, Neil Walker, Harry Dieter, Cindy King, Carl Wiedemann, Bill LaPoint and John Sullivan.

Additional Participants:  Executive Director, Mary Jeanne Packer and Office Administrator, Liana Gooding. 

Meeting was called to order at by President Alan White. Members introduced themselves and Alan welcomed new members. Liana distributed board informational binders to new members; and board contact list to all members.
Motion made by Dan Cleveland to appoint Alan White, President, Dan Cleveland, Vice-President, Steve Teuscher, Treasurer and Kelly Smallidge, Secretary. Seconded by Dick Patton.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Motion made by Frank Winkler to adopt the minutes of the October 28, 2006 Board meeting.  Seconded by Dan Cleveland.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Motion made by John Sullivan to accept Steve Teuscher’s Treasurer’s report. A copy of all reports distributed are attached to and made part of these minutes.  Motion seconded by Dan Cleveland.  All were in favor, motion carried.  Any items referenced in the Audit report not already addressed will be reviewed by Alan, Mary Jeanne and Steve and reported on at the June meeting.

Other Business:  
-Membership update reports were distributed by Steve and Liana, copies are attached and made part of these 

  minutes.
-Mary Jeanne distributed Grant Planning reports, copies are attached and made part of these minutes.
-Mary Jeanne will be distributing via email a sign up for 2007 committees. Once sign-ups are completed, the list will be given to Alan to modify or approve; and to designate committee chairs. A safety committee was proposed and a brief discussion of the committee’s possible assignments and need for a NYFOA safety policy followed. Committee to be formed and make recommendations for action at the June board meeting. The committee was authorized to bring a guest speaker on safety and risk management to the June meeting if appropriate.
-Invasive Insect Policy Statement will be reviewed by Board members and Mary Jeanne will conduct a vote via   

  email.

-Brief discussion about holding a Fall membership social meeting that would include a wood products facility tour, a woodswalk, a social hour and banquet, and a speaker such as the new DEC commissioner.  Mary Jeanne will ask for a chapter to host if there is sufficient interest in forming a new fall meeting committee and if that committee agrees that pursuing the event would be beneficial to members. 
-Mary Jeanne mentioned that she was invited to join the board of the national Forest Landowners Association because the group now has more than 50 members from NYS. The FLA board meets twice each year with the next meeting, their annual meeting, in South Carolina. Mary Jeanne would like to attend and see what board membership entails without agreeing to serve until after she can report to the NYFOA board at the June meeting. Board agreed to this course of action. Also at the June meeting will be a report on what the National Woodland Owners Assoc. does and what NYFOA’s affiliation with that organization means. Keith Argow, Exec. Dir. of NWOA has been invited by Alan to make a presentation.

-Mary Jeanne distributed draft of Annual Appeal letter and asked board for feedback. 

-John Sullivan was appointed as the NYFOA Board’s representative to the state Tree Farm Committee. Liana will notify Mike Burns.

-Next Board meeting is set for June 8th & 9th at the Arnot Forest in Van Etten, NY and will include a field trip of management practices at 3 p.m. on the 8th. Peter Smallidge will arrange.
Meeting adjourned 4:00 pm.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Liana Gooding 

Office Administrator

