Greason, Michael, 69, of Catskill, died on Tuesday, March 8, 2011 while in his favorite habitat: the woods. Born in 1941 in Salem, Mass., he started working in a saw mill at 14, became a self-employed logger and attended the University of Massachusetts, graduating with a BS in forestry management in 1964. In 1966 he was hired by the Massachusetts Department of Natural Resources, managing 100,000 acres of state forest. 1969 began a 29 year career for Mike with the New York Department of Environmental Conservation. As a field forester, he annually marked 1,000 acres of wood products, wrote 6,000 acres of management plans, and in ten years had walked over 65,000 acres of forest in Albany County. Mike was promoted to associate forester in 1980, responsible for private forestry assistance statewide. He was co-author of the state's present forest tax law, developing policies and their implementation. In 1985 he became section chief over service forestry and urban forestry programs. New York State led the nation in the implementation of the Stewardship Incentives Program which led the NYS Forest Owners Association to present Mike with their prestigious Heiberg Award in 1993. He served 18 years on the New York Tree Farm Committee. In 1996, Mike became chief forester, overseeing private and urban forestry, utilization and marketing, forest health programs and the state seedling nursery. He retired in 1998 to start a private forestry consulting practice. Demand for his services grew steadily. Mike's integrity was displayed by the way he did business (charging by the hour rather than a percentage of what is cut from the client's property) his passion manifested by the endless hours of volunteering, mentoring, and educating anyone who wanted to learn about sustainable forest management. Some of Mike's life's achievements include, being a Society of American Foresters' Certified Forester from 1970, Fellow Member (President's Award of New York and New England in 2000), NY Society of American Foresters' Chairman (1993 Forester of the Year and 1999 Communications Award), 2005 Tree Farm Inspecting Forester of the Northeast, member of the NYS Forest Owners Assn. since 1990 (helped develop the Capital Region Chapter and newsletter editor for eight years), board member of the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Greene Co. and member of their Agroforestry Resource Center advisory committee. He wrote articles for N.Y. Forest Owner, Tree Farm National Woodland Owners, Kaaterskill Life, the Conservationist, Northern Woodlands, and the Journal of Forestry. Many articles have been written about Mike, most notably in the January 2006 Audubon and Northern Woodlands in 2007. Michael is survived by his loving wife of 49 years, Margaret "Peggy" Greason and their three children, Michael "Rich" Greason and his wife Meredith of Davidsonville, Md., Carolyn Elmore and her husband Jamie of North Chelmsford, Mass., and Jennifer Rogers and her husband Tim of Amherst, N.H.; eleven grandchildren, Lauris and Lainagail Greason, Benjamin, Maggie, James, Jasmine, and Nekisha Elmore, Tom, Trevor, Marin, and Cole Rogers. He was predeceased by his grandson Jacob Elmore; and his parents, Donald Carlisle Greason and Barbara Pearson Greason. Mike loved woodworking, telling jokes, smiling, hunting, hiking, paddling, mentoring young people, travel, and most of all, his family. When friends think of him... tenacious, compassionate, honest, stubborn, smart, generous...and missed. A celebration of Michael's life will be held at the Agroforestry Resource Center at 6055 Route 23 in Acra, N.Y. on Friday, April 15 at 1 p.m. Memorial contributions in Mike's name may be made to Cornell Cooperative Extension of Greene Co. at 6055 Rte. 23 Acra, NY 12405. Electronic condolences may be posted at www.millspaughcamerato.com
