CFRO AGENDA FOR 2010: (January 2010)

New York’s Forest Economy:

Helping to Improve New York State’s Financial Recovery in 2010

Two overriding policy concerns for New York State are: (I) Balancing the state budget while maintaining vital programs and services; (2) Maintaining and enhancing employment throughout the State. New York’s forests and the industries and activities that depend on them can help meet both concerns. Hundreds of companies employ over 60,000 people in wood-using, recreation, and other forest-related industries. Forests cover over 65% of New York State and over 85% of theses forests are privately owned. In urban areas, trees cover over 50% of the land and provide shade, improved air quality, and a better quality of living for millions of New Yorkers. 

Without attention to the business climate in the State where many forest industry firms are located, the viability of many rural communities is in jeopardy. Without correction of some land use policies, many forest owners will lose their lands and forests will be converted to less desirable uses that degrade the environment. The Council of Forest Resource Organizations urges the following executive and legislative actions to support employers and landowners in contributing to the health of the economy of New York and local communities. 

I. Balance State budgets while maintaining vital programs and services by developing the following progressive strategies for the forest products industry and other forest-related economic sectors. 

Maintain support for forest-related programs especially the Dep’t of Agriculture and Markets newly created Wood Products Development Council. 

Provide DEC with the necessary resources to sustainably manage the State Forests in line with the April 2007 State Comptroller’s report especially in the areas of meeting recommended harvest levels. 

Examine regulations covering forest operations and uses of wood especially in the areas of stream crossings and wetland uses. 

Limit proposed restrictions on existing and new outdoor wood boilers while maintaining high quality air in rural areas. 

Urge the Attorney General and DEC to vigorously enforce laws governing timber theft and expand associated educational programs. 

II. Maintain and enhance employment throughout the State by developing policies that bolster forest health and enable private owners to continue owning and managing their forest lands for long-term sustainability. 
Aggressively combat invasive pests which are compromising the health and economic viability of our forestlands through coordinated efforts with State and Federal agencies. 

Adopt policies that recognize and utilize the benefits of forests in reducing green house gases (GHG) as called for in principle in Executive Order 24. 

Develop property tax and assessment legislation that is fair and equitable and prevents forest owners from having to liquidate their forest resources. 

