October 12, 2010 Steering Committee Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 6:40. In attendance were: Dave Schmidt, Dick Gibbs, Jim Bulich, Ron Bernhard, Mike Birmingham, Jason Post, Ron Pedersen, Tom Traynor, and Mike Greason

There was no treasurer report because Phil Walton was not able to attend.

President Mike Seager has set up a conference call for chapter chairs for Thursday evening. Discussion ensued over what statewide NYFOA might do to help chapters. Our primary thoughts are that, if NYFOA took a lead role in promoting public policies supportive of private land ownership, NYFOA would gain visibility and perceived as a leader thereby encouraging membership growth. The policy arenas we see important are: revision of 480-a to be more user friendly and broadening of landowner goals and qualifying acreage towards a forest stewardship approach rather than intensive timber production; continuing strengthening of timber theft laws; and stronger staffing support for DEC service foresters and financial support for Cornell Cooperative Extension forestry. We also discussed concern over DEC’s proposed endangered and threatened species regulations. Mike Birmingham reported on his role in administering grants being administered through NYFOA.

A question was posed as to whether the chapter would be willing to host a summer meeting for NYFOA. Previously, this topic came up at an earlier meeting. Unfortunately, Marilyn had a conflict with this meeting and was unable to attend; yet Mike Greason called her Wednesday and she is strongly supportive  and willing to move forward. Over the next week or two, hopefully, Jim Bulich, Jason Post and Mike Greason can meet with Marilyn and work on details. Mike Birmingham cautioned that we want to have tight controls and a prior agreement with NYFOA. Perhaps the Watershed Agricultural Council (WAC) would join in providing support; but this discussion will depend on Marilyn where the Agroforestry Resource Center already has a strong working relationship with WAC. The discussion concluded with cautious support for hosting a statewide meeting next fall.

One topic suggested for the agenda was how we can attract more members. It was recognized that having meetings and services aimed at woodlot owners interests is important and the most recognized benefit is the Forest Owner magazine. Dick Gibbs feels we need to be inclusive of small owners (5 to 10 acres, not 15 to 20 pounds) to serve those seeking management assistance that may not be commercial opportunities for forest industry. Someone mentioned the low impact harvesting events that were held in Greene County and planned for 10/23 in Columbia County are a good example of just that. Mike Greason pointed out that we have already received requests for repeating this event next year in Albany County and Dutchess County (out of our area, but requested). Jason Post suggested doing a mailer similar to the one done by Cooksburg Lumber that so concerned us recently. Guest, Tom Trayner suggested selling program where the invitation is “come learn how to pay for your daughter’s (grand daughter’s) wedding or college tuition.

The Holiday Gathering will be held on January 22nd. Are there any thoughts regarding a program? This will be the meeting when elections will be held; so Jim House can be contacted with nominations. Discussion about possible candidates included Jim Bulich moving from Vice Chair to Chair; Dick Gibbs becoming Vice Chair. Where our Editor, Carl Wiedemann is on vacation, our Secretary Jim Beil, Treasurer Phil Walton, and Nominating Chair Jim House were unable to attend, it is not known if any of these individuals need replacements. Mike Greason is unclear as to whether the Membership Chair responsibility really ever shifted from Joan Kappel to Tom Wolfe; where neither were in attendance, the status of this position may also need attention.

Dick Gibbs recently met with colleagues from NYSERDA and the Division of Air. There is a possible opportunity  that coal fired power plants can substitute some of their coal by using wood bio-mass and gaining carbon credits as long as the wood comes from sustainably managed forests. The question in their discussions involves what is considered sustainable management. Our committee talked about that and the various forest certification programs and how NYFOA might play a role in getting an appropriate definition and standard on the table.

Because Mike Greason is having eye surgery on January 11th, the next steering committee will be held on the second Tuesday in February (2/8/11). Ron agreed to call the library for arrangements. Yet, one question for you all, because the room we have been using is so small and most meeting we have quite a few in attendance, should we look for a larger facility?

The meeting adjourned about 8:30.

