Cornell Maple Program Invites Your Participation in the 2010 Webinar Series, Stephen Childs, New York State Maple Specialist

The Cornell Maple Program is providing webinars on the first Thursday of the month from August through December from 7 to 8 pm.  Extension educators and maple producers can participate in the webinar through hosting as a group site or as individuals.  A webinar link is available at  www.CornellMaple.com.  The next webinar will take place on September 2nd, from 7 to 8 pm.  The topic will be “Maple Production for the Beginner”.  This program will focus on the basics of making maple syrup including: tree ID, tapping, sap collection, processing sap, filtering and storing syrup, and other maple products.  This program will be presented by the New York State Maple Specialist, Stephen Childs.  On October 7th, the New York State Extension Forester, Peter Smallidge will be presenting on the topic “Sugarbush management and thinning”.  On November 4th, Director of the Uihlein Forest, Mike Farrell will be presenting on the topic “Leasing taps, buying and selling sap”.  If you missed the August 5th webinar titled “The latest in maple tubing research and tap hole sanitation” it can be viewed by going to the www.CornellMaple.com webpage, click on the maple webinars choice.  Next select “Scheduled and saved past conferences” then click on view.   

Participants need to have an internet web browser and a high-speed internet connection.  If you do not have access to a high-speed internet connection the webinar will not work and you will need to join one of the group host sites listed on the webinar webpage.  Participation in each webinar is available on a first-come, first-served basis.  If you are particularly interested in a webinar topic, please plan to connect at least 20 minutes prior to the start time.  Before each webinar, participants will be asked to register into a database so we can monitor the value of the webinars and their geographic extent.  No pre-registration is required. 

The interactive nature of the webinar is the opportunity to ask questions of the presenter in a real time venue. No additional hardware is required. Virtually all current computers already have a Flash player installed, which is used by the web conferencing software.   Access to the web site that hosts the internet seminars is free of charge. Your standard Internet connection charges would still apply.  Group host sites may have a registration fee.  We are not able to assist users with problems they may have with their computer, connections, or connection speed. 

County Extension Offices are encouraged to participate as a group host site as many maple producers do not have high speed intranet connections required for this type of transmission.  These webinar programs are not intended to replace or reduce the current maple schools or in county workshops.  If you are interested in servicing as a group host site for a maple webinar please notify Stephen Childs by e-mail at slc18@cornell.edu.  The list of host sites will be available at the website.  You can access the on line conference site directly at http://breeze.cce.cornell.edu/cornellmaplewebinar at any time.  

