New York Forest Owners Association

Annual Membership Meeting
Saturday, February 27, 2010

Arts & Home Building NYS Fairgrounds, Syracuse, NY

Present:  Members in attendance (registration list is attached) including the following Board Members:  
Board Members:  Dan Cleveland, Mike Seager, Mike Birmingham, Rich Taber, Bill LaPoint, Rene Germain,  Dick Harrington, Ed Neuhauser, Fred Thurnherr, Kelly Smallidge, Otis Barber, Jim Minor, Ed Welch and Dan Price. 

Additional Participants:  Office Administrator, Liana Gooding and Forest Owner editor, Mary Beth Malmsheimer. 

Meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by Vice-President Mike Seager. Mike welcomed all members.  He reported that the NYFOA Board had decided at the October 2009 meeting to not renew Executive Director, Mary Jeanne Packer’s contract.  Discussion about hiring a new one will take place during the Board meeting to follow. 

Mike thanked the Central NY chapter and specifically, Rich Taber, Jamie Christensen and John Druke for the coordination of the meetings and the forestry seminars taking place over the three days of the Farm Show. 

Thanks and a job well done to Bill LaPoint and the Northern Adirondack Chapter in hosting the Fall 2009 meeting and events in Lake Placid.  

Thanks also to the Board for work during this transition time, particularly Rich Taber and Renee Bouplon for work on grants.  Special thanks and acknowledgement of the contributions of Office Administrator, Liana Gooding and Forest Owner Editor, Mary Beth Malmsheimer.

Motion made to accept the minutes from the February 28, 2009 Annual Meeting. Motion seconded. All were in favor, motion carried.  

Jeremy Hurst from NYS DEC’s Big Game Unit spoke about deer impact on forests in New York State. He is hoping to help build a relationship between DEC and forest landowners.  

Treasurer Mike Birmingham presented a Treasurer’s Membership Report, a copy of which is attached to and made part of these minutes. 

Awards were announced as follows:  Heiberg Award- Carl Wiedemann and Outstanding Service Award- Dick Patton.  Chapter Service Awards:

AFC- Kim Sherwood, CDC- Carl Wiedemann, CNY- Peter Cann, NAC- Thomas Gilman, SFL- Dick Harrington, SOT- Les Lovelass, and WFL- Anne & Tony Ross

Mike Greason, appointed teller for the election of Board Members, announced the winners of this year’s election for At-Large State Board Members:  Rene Germain, Chris Tcimpidis, Ron Pedersen and Bob Morrison. 

There being no further business, meeting adjourned.  

Respectfully Submitted, Liana Gooding, Office Administrator 

