New York Forest Owners Association

Board Meeting Minutes
Saturday, February 28, 2009
Arts & Home Building

NYS Fairgrounds, Syracuse, NY

Board Members Present:  
Board Members:  Steve Teuscher, Dan Cleveland, Peter Smallidge, Mike Birmingham, Bill LaPoint, Rene Germain, Neil Walker, Rich Taber, Dick Harrington, Mike Seager, Renee Bouplon, Frank Winkler, Marilyn Wyman, Ed Neuhauser, Anne Osborn, Fred Thurnherr, Dan Price and Otis Barber. 

Additional Participants:  Executive Director, Mary Jeanne Packer, Office Administrator, Liana Gooding and CDC Member Ron Pedersen. 
Meeting was called to order by President Dan Cleveland. Dan welcomed new members. 
Motion made by Rich Taber to adopt the minutes of the November 1, 2008 Board meeting.  Seconded by Dick Harrington.  All were in favor except Renee Bouplon abstain - not present at Nov meeting, motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer Steve Teuscher distributed the Auditor’s Management Letter and Report on Audited Financial Statements for the Years ended December 31, 2007 and 2008. Discussion followed regarding audit procedure (and possible bylaw changes) in future years.  Matter was referred to Audit Committee for review. 
Steve presented budget for year ending December 31, 2009 (a copy of which is attached to and made part of these minutes).  Motion made by Rich Taber to adopt presented budget. Seconded by Frank Winkler.  Opposed were Mike Birmingham, Anne Osborn and Kelly Smallidge. All others in favor, motion carried. 

Executive Director’s Report:
Mary Jeanne passed around the Committee list and asked Board members to indicate willingness to serve on various committees.  A finalized list will be made following completion of the 2009 Action Plan. 

In the interest of time, Mary Jeanne gave very brief comments regarding her recent and planned chapter visits, NRCS State Technical Committee involvement related to EQIP forestry practices cost-share, meetings of the NYS Invasive Species Advisory Committee to which she was appointed by the Governor to represent forestry interests in the state, and the progress being made in partnership with the MFOs on accomplishing the objectives of a grant from DEC to reach out to landowners about implementing State Wildlife Action Plan practices on private forests.  
Policy Committee:

Motion made by Rich Taber to approve the High Grading and Diameter-Limit Cutting Position Statement as presented (copy is attached to and made part of these minutes).  Seconded by Dan Price.  Dick Harrington opposed, all others in favor, motion carried. 

Draft of the Timber Theft Position Statement was distributed.  Comments were to be directed to Policy Committee with further discussion to follow at the June Board meeting. 

Membership:
Liana distributed a summary of membership statistics (a copy of which is attached and made part of these minutes). 

Mary Jeanne reported that the conclusion of the review of the issue of Lifetime Memberships was to not offer them at this time. She thanked Ron Pedersen for finding an old assessment of the pro’s and con’s of Lifetime Memberships in his files and making those available.
Old Business:

Mary Jeanne asked for all to watch for details in an ad in the Forest Owner (and on www.nyfoa.org) regarding the NYFOA member social in Watkins Glen Fri., April 3th during the Northeastern Loggers’ Association Expo.  

2009 Action Plan- Peter Smallidge gave a brief overview of the recent online survey to membership to identify priority issues to assist in formulating an Action Plan.  Attached and made part of these minutes is the Preliminary Analysis of the 2009 NYFOA Member Issues Assessment.  Mike Seager, Chair of the Action Planning Committee said they would be taking a closer look at the responses and will put together an Action Plan for 2009-10 before the June Board Meeting. 

New Business:

The Action Planning Committee will take a look at offering landowner liability insurance as a member benefit and association fundraiser. 

It was agreed to hire Buffamante Whipple and Buttafaro, P.C. (BWB) from Olean to do the bookkeeping.  Mary Jeanne will work with them to get a contract and Steve Teuscher agreed to help with the transition. 

Mary Jeanne was asked to look into where the state and regional Forest Practice Boards’ activities stand, possibly bringing it up with the CFRO.  

Election of Officers:
Motion made by Dick Harrington to appoint the following officers: Dan Cleveland- President, Mike Seager-Vice President, John Sullivan- Secretary and Mike Birmingham- Treasurer.  Seconded by Rich Taber.  All were in favor, motion carried. 

Next Board meeting is tentatively set for June 4th & 5th at the Arnot Forest in Van Etten, NY, pending availability of the facility.     

Respectfully Submitted,

Liana Gooding 

Office Administrator

